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GAME PREVIEW

After the strangest off-season in memory, Calvert 
Hall and St. Mary’s are set to open the season on the 
first Saturday in November.

Due to school closures and other restrictions 
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, pre-season 
activities, including conditioning, team meetings and 
practice time, were cancelled or extremely limited.  
The MIAA and its member schools had suspended 
athletics since mid-March.  However, in early 
October, the MIAA gave its members the approval 
to proceed with fall sports, including football.

The MIAA will not be sanctioning the season, 
therefore a number of MIAA schools have altogether 
cancelled football for this year or have decided to 
play a very limited schedule of just 2 games.  
Calvert Hall and St. Mary’s, however, are two of the 
programs that will be playing a more extended 
season of at least a half dozen games.  The top two 
teams amongst the schools playing the extended 
season will meet for a championship game in mid-
December.

The tumultous off-season became more pronounced 
for the Cardinals, when head coach Donald 
Davis ’96 announced his resignation in May after 13 
seasons at the helm of the program.  Donald Davis, 
who is now teaching and coaching at Sidwell
Friends in Washington, DC, left with the fourth 
highest winningest percentage in program history 
(97-56, 0.634).

In June, Calvert Hall hired one of the top young 
coaches in the area, Josh Ward, to become the 
program’s 18th head coach the 100 years of 
Cardinals football.  Josh is a 2004 alumnus of 
Calvert Hall, and the former defensive lineman was 
a two-year member of the Cardinals varsity squad. 

After nearly a decade as an assistant coach in the 
scholastic and collegiate ranks, Josh became head 
coach at nearby Concordia Prep in 2017.  In only 
three years, he re-established Concordia’s dormant 
football program, made an appearance in the MIAA 
“C” Conference championship, and led the 
program’s move into the “B” Conference.

Calvert Hall will have to overcome the graduation of 
40 seniors and five All-MIAA performers from last 
year’s 9-3 squad, including running back Sean 
Tucker (Syracuse), wide receiver Cole Herbert 
(North Carolina - lacrosse), linebacker Khalil Glover 
(Bowie State), and kicker/punter Peter Moore 
(Virginia Tech). The Cardinals have a solid nucleus 
of experienced and talented players. A pair of three 
year starters, Tre Jordan and Michael Johnson, will 
anchor the defense.  Daniel Owens, ranked as the 12 
th best junior in the state, will split time at tight end 
and his primary position, along the defensive line.  
At quarterback, two-year senior starter Amir Jenkins 
and sophomore Noah Brannock will compete for the 
starting spot.

St. Mary’s head coach Jason Budroni, a former 
lineman for the University of Miami (FL), enters his 
sixth season with the Saints with 10 returning 
starters for the Saints. St. Mary’s advanced to the 
MIAA’s “B” Conference finals last autumn, but lost 
to Palloti 42-0.  The offense is led by Ki’Sean Gray-
Dantzler, a senior running back, who amassed more 
than 1,100 yards last year.  Senior quarterback Chris 
Goliniwill be key to the Saints goal of running a 
balanced offense.  returns after throwing for 1,170 
yards and eight touchdowns last season. He added 
30 carries for 112 rushing yards and a touchdown.  
Colin Burlace, one of the nation’s top-ranked 
lacrosse defensemen, will lead the Saints defense at 
linebacker.

Kelly Field at Paul Angelo Russo Stadium will host its first 
football game in more than 12 months on Saturday, when the 
Cardinals host the Saints of St. Mary’s Annapolis, in the season 
opener for both teams.
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VARSITY SCHEDULE

Calvert Hall’s home games will be streamed live
on the Athletic Department’s website.

And archived on the Calvert Hall YouTube channel.


